NEPAL

COUNTRY ANALYSIS

RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC

CONFLICT ANALYSIS


BACKGROUND: 


Nepal became a country when King Prithvi Narayan Shah declared that he had united the Himalayan country in 1769. Although never controlling either the interior or the border areas, the king-palace spoke for the people in international fora. In 1959, the Nepali Congress won the country’s first elections and began initiating needed land reform. In 1960, King Mahendra dissolved the parliament, banned political parties, and re-instituted palace rule. Between 1990 and 2004, the country has been torn between the forces for democracy, monarchy, and the “Maoist” insurgency in the countryside.  Technically, the Nepalese have a constitutional monarchy and can change their government; however, the government does not have the needed legitimacy to rule effectively and efficiently.  Social divisions are evident in ethnic, language, religious, and rural-urban cleavages that in some ways mirror economic well-being.  The Maoist insurgency remains something of a mystery to the outside world. The insurgents are known to rape and pillage and may impress children in rural areas, but the main target seems to be government forces or anyone supporting government forces. 

1. DEMOGRAPHIC

a. CAPITAL: Kathmandu

b. POPULATION: 25 million

c. RELIGIOUS GROUPS:  74% Hindu; 16% Buddhist; 1.9% Christian; 5% Muslim

d. ETHNIC GROUPS: Brahman, Chetri, Newar, Gurung, Sherpa, Magar,Tamang, Bhotia, Rai, Limbu (some academic believe that the Brahman, Chetri, and other “ethnic group” categories are, in fact, Hindu castes.)

e. LANGUAGE GROUPS: 117 spoken languages (ILS data)

2. RELIGIOUS INFORMATION

a. RELIGIOUS GROUPS : 74% Hindu; 16% Buddhist; 1.9% Christian; 5% Muslim  (The major Hindu deity of the region is Ganesh, god of fertility but this varies significantly by caste and ethnicity)
i. GROUPS AND LOCATIONS: (See ILS website for maps, and distribution information)

1. HOLIDAYS AND CELEBRATIONS: Depends on the religious group involved. The Hindu population that give special respect to Ganesh tends to follow the Indian holiday schedule. 
2. LOCATION OF WORSHIP CENTERS: There are specific sites for pilgrimage, worship sites associated with water, nature worship, etc. These tend to be communally important rather than nationally recognized.
3. DISTRIBUTION IN COUNTRY : (See ILS Web site)

4. GLOBAL CONNECTIONS: Each of the religious groups has global supporters. These tend to keep a low profile so as to not tangle with government forces or endanger their co-religionists.
ii. DECISION-MAKERS: There are communal leaders for each of the ethnic, tribal, religious groups. However, with the control of the State and a tendency to repression of minority groups, the leaders tend to keep a low profile and avoid public statements. This is a survival mechanism but should be watched as a potential treat-opportunity for those engaging in NGO/IGO or US government work in the region.
b. RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: Nepali speaking Hindu high castes use Hinduism and Nepali language to control political, economic, and social life. Hinduism was the state religion under the monarchy although the constitution of 1991, Article 19, guarantees each person the “freedom to profess and practice his own religion.” Proselytizing is banned with up to a three-year jail sentence. People may change their religion if they wish. Article 10 also states that “Each religious group will have the right, within the law, to maintainits identity; and reserve its religious rights and trusts.” (Freedom House 2003)
Caste laws organized ethnic groups and peoples into a hierarchical social order. The 1962 Constitution abolished the LAWS but formally made Nepal a Hindu kingdom with Hinduism as the official state religion. Buddhists, Muslims, Christians, and communists have called for a “secular state.” In effect, the strong overlap of Hinduism, caste, and monarchy mean that Nepal will continue to be ruled by a class-based elite. 
c. GOVERNMENT-RELIGIOUS RELATIONSHIPS: The government is specifically controlled by high caste Hindus. The implication is that the remaining populations whether divided by ethnicity, class, or religion, have less status, power, and access. It also means that anyone challenging the government will be subject to some degree of formal or informal repression. Importantly, the government assigned the term “terrorist insurgent Maoist” to anyone seen challenging its authority – particularly in the print media that targets western (U.S.) interests. This has proven to be especially effective in persuading the US government to assist in “putting down the Maoist insurgents.”  Interestingly, the agenda of the so-called Maoists is unknown except as they oppose the monarch-hindu-caste system.
d. PERSECUTION  (Formal – government; informal – social)

Christians are assumed to be rich and are therefore required to pay larger bribes to both government and Maoist guerillas.

e. CURRENT ISSUES AND INFORMATION

3. ECONOMIC

a. PPP $1,327
b. DISTRIBUTION MEASURES : The World Bank is particularly active in literacy campaigns in Nepal. 
c. SOURCES OF INCOME BY SECTOR: 80% of the population is agriculturally based. 
d. EDUCATION AND LITERACY: 

4. POLITICAL

a. FORM OF GOVERNMENT: formally a Constitutional monarchy with an ongoing insurgency; Technically the people can change their government democratically, but election irregularities are common. Lower caste and ethnic minorities groups are marginalized. (Freedom House)
b. CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES: 

· The government restricts expression that could jeopardize national security, promote communal discord, or do harm in other broadly defined areas.

· The rule of law is weak. Police and security officials are subject to corruption.

· The Judiciary is independent but corrupt; Prison conditions are horrible.

· The Public Security Act of 1991 allows authority to detain suspects for up to twelve months without charge. (Freedom House, 2003)

c. LEGAL 

i. CONSTITUTION:  the Constitution of 1990 provides for a prime minister, cabinet, and two-tier parliament – responsible to King Birendra

ii. HUMAN RIGHTS: Human rights are subject to the arbitrary definition of the government and security forces. Maoist Insurgents, lower class/ caste peoples, those of minority religions, and democratic agitators, have their “rights” abused as “necessary” to maintain order.  (See the US State Department Reports and Amnesty International report as attached to this outline)

5. ISSUES AND SENSITIVITIES

a. There are 12,000 child laborers involved in carpet weaving.

b.  “In 1997, the London-based Anti-Slavery International said that illegal, forced bonded labor takes two main forms: a feudal base system enslaving one hundred thousand people in the lowland terai and caste-based servitude in the western hills. 

c. Women can be jailed for abortion and infanticide as well as for acts of self-defense against men. Gangs traffic more than 5,000 women and girls to India to work in brothels. Women do not have equal rights to education and employment. There are few women in government and civil service. It must be noted, that several of the indigenous ethnic groups are Matriarchical and/or and Matrilineal – including the Sherpa (?) and Gurka.
d. Refugees: Nepal has 90,000 Bhutanese refugees; Police return some of these people to Chinese authorities if they are not able to pay a bribe. Tibetan refugees, 2,000 – 3,000,  from China escape into exile via Nepal each year. Some stay in Nepal and some use Nepal as a transit area.
e. The caste system is formally banned. However, it remain important in daily life and interactions in the Hindu communities. It is not as significant a factor for other ethnic / religious groups.
6. GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION

a. NGO

b. IGO

c. RELIGIOUS GROUPS

7. INFORMATION, ANALYSIS, NEWS REPORTS

Report #1 US State Department report on Religious Freedom in Nepal (2003)

Report #2 Amnesty International (2003)

Report #3 Languages (2003)

News Report #1 : Maoist-Indian-Nepal linkages (January 2004)

Report #1 US State Department Report

International Religious Freedom Report 2003
Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
The Constitution provides for freedom of religion and permits the practice of all religions. However, the Constitution describes the country as a "Hindu Kingdom," although it does not establish Hinduism as the state religion. The Government generally has not interfered with the practice of other religions; however, there are some restrictions. 

There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. Converting or attempting to convert others is prohibited, and three individuals were arrested for suspected proselytization during the reporting period. Members of minority religions occasionally report police harassment. Authorities restricted public celebrations by the Tibetan community on the Dalai Lama's birthday. There were reports of isolated attacks on religious buildings, mainly by Maoist insurgents, during the period covered by this report. 

Adherents of the country's many religions generally coexist peacefully and respect all places of worship. Those who convert to other religions may face isolated incidents of violence and sometimes are ostracized socially but generally do not fear admitting their affiliations in public. 

The U.S. Government discusses religious freedom issues with the Government in the context of its overall dialog and policy of promoting human rights. The U.S. Embassy maintains regular contact with Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, Jewish, Baha'i, and other religious groups. 

Section I. Religious Demography 

The country has a total area of 54,363 square miles, and its population is approximately 23.15 million. Hindus constitute approximately 81 percent of the population; Buddhists, 11 percent; Muslims, 4.2 percent; and practitioners of Kirant (an indigenous animist religion) and others, 3.6 percent, of which 0.45 percent are Christian. Christian denominations are few but growing. Estimates put the number of Christians at approximately 400,000, and press reports indicate that 170 Christian churches operate in Kathmandu alone. 


Section II. Status of Religious Freedom 
Legal/Policy Framework 

The Constitution provides for freedom of religion and permits the practice of all religions; however, although the Government generally has not interfered with the practice of other religions, there are some restrictions. The Constitution describes the country as a "Hindu Kingdom," although it does not establish Hinduism as the state religion. 

For decades dozens of Christian missionary hospitals, welfare organizations, and schools have operated in the country. These organizations have not proselytized and have operated freely. Missionary schools are among the most respected institutions of secondary education in the country; many of the country's governing and business elite graduated from Jesuit high schools. Many foreign Christian organizations have direct ties to Nepali churches and sponsor Nepali pastors for religious training abroad. 

Some religious holidays, most of them Hindu, are recognized as national holidays. During the period covered by this report, the religious holidays recognized as national holidays were Mahashivaratri, Fagun Purnima, Krishna Asthami, Dasain, and Tihar. 

Restrictions on Religious Freedom 

The law prohibits converting others and proselytizing, activities that are punishable with fines or imprisonment or, in the case of foreigners, expulsion from the country. 

On February 14 three Nepali men were arrested in Pyuthan District and charged with proselytization. A case was filed against them in Pyuthan District Court on February 28 and they remain in prison pending trial. Members of minority religions occasionally complain of police harassment. Some Christian groups are concerned that the ban on proselytizing limits the expression of non-Hindu religious belief. 

The Government investigates reports of proselytizing. Nongovernmental groups or individuals are free to file charges of proselytizing against individuals or organizations. Such a case was filed with the Supreme Court in December 1999 by a private attorney against the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and the United Missions to Nepal (UMN), an umbrella Protestant group. The case was dismissed by the Court on August 16, 2002. In April 2001, a case against the UMN was filed with the Supreme Court by a member of the Pashupati Sena Nepal, a Hindu fundamentalist group. The Supreme Court dismissed the case the day after it was filed. 

Unlike previous years, no disruptions of Christian or Jewish services were reported during the period covered by this report. 

Tibetan Buddhists have faced various restrictions on their celebrations. After the June 1, 2001, deaths of members of the royal family, Tibetan community leaders were asked by local officials to refrain from public celebrations of festivals during the period of official mourning. During the second half of 2001, Tibetan community festivals had to be observed on private property, with the exception of a public celebration on September 2, 2001, that was held at Kathmandu's Boudhanath Stupa. However, plans to mark December 10, 2001, as the anniversary of the Dalai Lama's Nobel Prize, to be held at the Boudhanath Stupa, were canceled at the request of the authorities. On April 28, 2002, police prevented a Tibetan cultural program planned at a public venue from taking place. The program was to have honored the 13th birthday of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the boy recognized by the Dalai Lama to be the 11th Panchen Lama. 

Local authorities in Kathmandu halted the performance of a traditional dance scheduled to be performed on February 26, 2001, at the Boudanath Stupa during the 6-day celebration of the Tibetan New Year. Other activities that same day and the other 5 days of the festival continued as usual. In December 2000, police stopped a procession of Tibetan school children, monks, and others on their way to Swayambunath Temple in Kathmandu; no injuries were reported. In July 2002, Government pressure forced organizers to cancel three separate public events planned to celebrate the Dalai Lama's birthday. On July 25, 2002, police closed down a press conference held by a local Buddhist community group to protest statements by followers of the Dorje Shugden deity that criticized the Dalai Lama. In September 2002, the Tibetan Democracy Day religious gathering was interrupted by police. In March 2003, Tibetans celebrating the New Year were forbidden by police from displaying pictures of the Dalai Lama. In previous years, a portrait of the Dalai Lama had been carried around the stupa as part of the religious ceremonies. 

On January 31, 2002, the Cabinet decided that Muslim religious schools, or madrassas, must register with local District Administration Offices (part of the Home Ministry) and supply information about their funding sources in order to continue operation. Some Muslim leaders criticized the move as discriminatory. However, the registration requirement has not been enforced. 

The Constitution prohibits discrimination on the basis of caste, except for traditional religious practices at Hindu temples, where, for example, members of the lowest caste are not permitted (see Section III). The Press and Publications Act prohibits the publication of materials that create animosity among persons of different castes or religions. 

The best available estimate of the number of religious detainees is three. They have been charged with proselytization and a case has been filed against them in Pyuthan District Court. They remain in prison pending trial. 

Forced Religious Conversion 

There were no reports of forced religious conversion, including of minor U.S. citizens who had been abducted or illegally removed from the United States, or of the refusal to allow such citizens to be returned to the United States. 

Section III. Societal Attitudes 

The adherents of the country's many religions generally coexist peacefully and respect all places of worship. Most Hindus respect the many Buddhist shrines located throughout the country; Buddhists accord Hindu shrines the same respect. Buddha's birthplace is an important pilgrimage site, and Buddha's birthday is a national holiday. 

Some Christian groups report that Hindu extremism has increased in recent years. Of particular concern are the Nepalese affiliates of the India-based Hindu political party Shiv Sena, locally known as Pashupati Sena, Shiv Sena Nepal, and Nepal Shivsena. During late 2001, Muslim leaders complained that Hindu fundamentalists increased their campaigns of anti-Islamic pamphleteering and graffiti. Government policy does not support Hindu extremism, although some political figures have made public statements critical of Christian missionary activities. Some citizens are wary of proselytizing and conversion by Christians and view the growth of Christianity with concern. There were reports of isolated attacks against religious schools by Maoist insurgents during the period covered by this report. 

Those who choose to convert to other religions, in particular Hindu citizens who convert to Islam or Christianity, sometimes are ostracized socially. Some reportedly have been forced to leave their villages. While this prejudice is not systematic, it can be vehement and occasionally violent. Hindus who convert to another religion may face isolated incidents of hostility or discrimination from Hindu extremist groups. Nevertheless, converts generally are not afraid to admit in public their new religious affiliations. 

Although such discrimination is prohibited by the Constitution, the caste system strongly influences society. Societal discrimination against members of such castes remains widespread and persistent, despite the government's efforts to protect the rights of disadvantaged castes. Hindu religious tradition long has prohibited members of the lowest caste from entering certain temples. In a speech on August 16, 2001, Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba stressed that caste-based discrimination is illegal. Since then, temple access for members of the lowest castes has improved in many locations. Draft legislation aimed at improving conditions for members of the lowest castes still is pending. 

In July 2000, some members of a predominantly Buddhist community in Gumda, Gorkha district, vandalized the homes of six Christian converts. According to press reports, the six families were reintegrated into the community after agreeing not to kill animals or perform other activities contrary to the tenets of Buddhism during religious festivals. Two representatives of different Christian organizations also have alleged harassment of Christians and destruction of at least two churches by Maoist sympathizers. 

Section IV. U.S. Government Policy 

The U.S. Government discusses religious freedom issues with the Government in the context of its overall dialog and policy of promoting human rights. The U.S. Embassy maintains contact with Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, Jewish, Baha'i, and other religious groups. The Embassy monitors closely religious freedom and raises the issue with the Government when appropriate.


Released on December 18, 2003
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Report #2 Amnesty International Report

	


KINGDOM OF NEPAL
Against a background of mounting political crisis, there was a sharp rise in the incidence of unlawful killings, "disappearances", torture and arbitrary arrest and detention by the security forces, and of deliberate killings, hostage-taking and torture by the Maoists. The abuses were carried out in the context of the "people's war" declared by the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) (Maoist) in 1996, and the declaration of a state of emergency and the deployment of the army in late 2001. 



Background (2003)
Political instability at the national and local level contributed to a spiralling human rights crisis. In May Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba dissolved parliament and called parliamentary elections for November. In July the government disbanded local elected bodies, replacing them with government appointees. In October King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev sacked Sher Bahadur Deuba and took executive power. He appointed an interim government comprising people known to be loyal to him, and indefinitely postponed parliamentary elections. For the rest of the year there was a stand-off between the King and the mainstream political parties.

Fighting in the context of the "people's war" continued to escalate, with heavy casualties reported among army and police personnel. The Maoists remained in control of several districts in the Mid-Western region, where their "people's governments" ran parallel to the government's local administration at district level. Similar bodies continued to function at ward and village level in many other districts. The Maoists' "people's courts" appeared to become less active in some areas.

State of emergency and Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Act

In February the state of emergency declared in November 2001 was extended with all-party support. However, the government did not win sufficient support to further extend it in May. After the parliament was dissolved in May, the King reimposed the state of emergency for three months on the recommendation of the interim government. It was not renewed in August. The states of emergency were accompanied by the suspension of several fundamental rights, including the right to constitutional remedy (apart from habeas corpus), the right of assembly, the right to freedom of thought and expression, and the right not to be held in preventive detention without sufficient grounds.

In April parliament passed the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Control and Punishment) Act (TADA) to replace the Ordinance of the same name promulgated in 2001. It was due to remain in force for two years. The TADA curtailed some of the powers granted to the security forces under the Ordinance, but allowed for preventive detention for up to 90 days. Anyone arrested under the TADA should be brought before Special Courts, but there were delays in establishing these courts and in several areas they had not been constituted by the end of the year.

Extrajudicial executions

The security forces continued to carry out unlawful killings. It was estimated that of the more than 4,000 "Maoists" officially declared as killed since November 2001, nearly half may have been unlawfully killed. Those unlawfully killed included civilians suspected of providing shelter, food or financial assistance to the Maoists. They also included members of the CPN (Maoist) killed in circumstances where they could have been taken into custody or where they had already been taken prisoner. 

· Thirty-five labourers involved in construction work at Suntharali airport, Kalikot district, were dragged from their houses and huts on 24 February and deliberately killed by an army patrol. The army personnel were pursuing members of the CPN (Maoist) suspected of involvement in an attack at Mangalsen, Achham district, on 17 February in which 56 soldiers were killed.

'Disappearances'

People continued to "disappear" after arrest by the security forces; more than 65 people had "disappeared" since late 2001. "Disappearances" were facilitated by the TADA, under which people were held incommunicado for prolonged periods in secret and illegal detention at army camps. 

· Five students – Bipin Bhandari, Dil Bahadur, Ramhari Rupakheti, Shusila Thapa and Nita Gautam – all alleged by the authorities to be members of the All Nepal National Independent Students' Union (Revolutionary), were reportedly arrested by police on 17 June in Kathmandu. Officials denied any knowledge of the arrests, and the whereabouts of three of them remained unknown at the end of 2002. 

· Bishnu Pukar Shrestha, a former secondary school teacher and human rights activist, "disappeared" after he was arrested by plain-clothes security forces personnel at his home in Thapatali, Kathmandu, on 29 July. Earlier in the year his name and photograph were included in a list of wanted Maoist leaders shown during an army television broadcast. A cash award was offered to anyone giving information leading to their arrest "dead or alive". Bishnu Pukar Shrestha, who has always denied membership of the CPN (Maoist), was released on 16 December. He had reportedly been held blindfolded in army custody for nearly five months.

Torture and death in custody

Torture by the army, the paramilitary police force (the so-called Armed Police Force – APF) and the police was reported almost daily. The APF, which was established in 2001, was increasingly cited in allegations of torture as it became more active during the year. The army systematically held people blindfolded and handcuffed for days, weeks or even months. Torture methods included rape, electric shocks, belana (rolling a weighted stick along the prisoner's thighs causing muscle damage), beatings with iron rods covered in plastic, and mock executions. 

· Members of the APF raped Sita Chaudhary and killed her husband during a search operation in Patariya village, Kailali district, on 10 September. A neighbour, Sri Krishna Devi, aged 20 and pregnant, was also allegedly raped. 

· On 20 May Krishna Sen, a prominent pro-Maoist journalist, was arrested and allegedly tortured at the Mahendra Police Club in Kathmandu. In June he was reported to have died in custody. The authorities denied he had been arrested and did not return his body to the family.

Arbitrary arrest and detention

Thousands of people were arbitrarily arrested and detained. They included lawyers, students, journalists, teachers, farmers and other suspected members or sympathizers of the CPN (Maoist). According to official figures released in August, 9,900 "Maoists" had been arrested since the imposition of the state of emergency in November 2001, of whom 1,722 remained in custody. District Coordinating Committees decided who should be arrested, detained or released often on the basis of information provided by mainstream political parties. Chief District Officers issued blank detention orders for use by the security forces. The army denied holding detainees, but there was overwhelming evidence of people being held for long periods incommunicado in army barracks. Prisoners were usually held outside any legal framework. Those held under the TADA were rarely produced before a court.

Impunity

Victims of human rights violations failed to gain redress, and official accountability was widely lacking. The judiciary was largely bypassed or failed to assert its authority or confirm the rule of law. Habeas corpus remained an ineffective remedy in relation to "disappearances" and for those detained under the TADA. The Supreme Court persistently postponed making a decision on around 12 habeas corpus petitions put before it since late 2001. Police and the judiciary put obstacles in the way of victims trying to file cases or requesting medical examinations in order to gain redress under the Torture Compensation Act. An officer implicated in the death of Krishna Sen was awarded "policeman of the year".

Sexual abuse of refugees

Sexual abuse of women and children in Bhutanese refugee camps in Nepal was reported. An investigation by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees revealed 18 cases of sexual abuse and exploitation in the camps by aid workers; one victim was a seven-year-old girl.

Maoist abuses

The Maoists stepped up attacks on members of mainstream political parties in the run-up to the elections set for November. Members of the Nepali Congress (NC) party were most often targeted for deliberate and unlawful killings, but there were increasing attacks on members of the Communist Party of Nepal (United Marxist Leninist). The Maoists also tortured captives, took hostages and linked their release to certain demands, and recruited children into their ranks. They were also responsible for the summary execution of members of the security forces taken captive during attacks, particularly on police stations. 

· Three NC members were killed by 40 to 50 Maoists in Ramshikhar Jala and Pahalmanpur villages in Kailali district on 3 September. Jagat Bahadur Shaha, President of the NC's village committee, and Ram Prasad Subedi and Shobhakar Sharma, both from Pahalmanpur village, were all beheaded. 

· Nawaraj Sharma, editor of the weekly newspaper Karnali Sandesh, was abducted from his home in Kalikot district on 1 June. His mutilated body was found on 13 August.

· National Human Rights Commission

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in June sent fact-finding teams to 35 districts to verify reports of human rights abuses. Reports on their findings were submitted to the authorities and the leadership of the CPN (Maoist) in October. The NHRC also made recommendations for the prevention of unlawful killings, "disappearances" and arbitrary arrests and detention. No responses had been received by the end of the year.


REPORT #3  Languages of Nepal

[See also SIL publications on the languages of Nepal.] 

Kingdom of Nepal, Sri Nepala Sarkar. National or official languages: Nepali, Gurung. 22,847,000 (1998 UN). 2,423,840 speakers of Tibeto-Burman languages (1991 J. Matisoff). Literacy rate 20% to 29%. Also includes Kharia, Urdu 202,208. Information mainly from R. Hugoniot 1970; D.B. Bista 1972; S. Toba 1976, 1983, 1991; A. Hale 1982; W. Winter 1991; K. Ebert 1994; J. Matisoff et al. 1996; R. Burling ms. (1998). Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, Christian. Blind population 100,000. Deaf population 1,275,776. Deaf institutions: 3. Data accuracy estimate: A2, B. The number of languages listed for Nepal is 121. Of those, 120 are living languages and 1 is extinct. Diversity index 0.69.

	Spoken living languages

ATHPARIYA
	[APH] 2,000 (1995 Karen Ebert), 439,312 all Rai languages (1991 census).  Kosi Zone, Dhankuta District, north of the Tamur, between the Dhankutakhola in the west and the Tangkhuwa in the east; Dhankuta and Bhirgaon panchayats. Alternate names: ATHAPRE, ATHPARE, ARTHARE, ARTHARE-KHESANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	AWADHI
	[AWD] 374,638 in Nepal, 2.03% of the population (1991 census).  Lumbini Zone, Kapilbastu District; Bheri Zone, Banke and Bardiya districts. Alternate names: ABADI, ABADHI, ABOHI, AMBODHI, AVADHI, BAISWARI, KOJALI, KOSALI.  Dialects: BAGHELI, GANGAPARI, MIRZAPURI, PARDESI, THARU, UTTARI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, East Central zone.  
                                     . 

	BAGHELI
	[BFY]   Morang District, Koshi Zone. Alternate names: BAGELKHANDI, BHUGELKHUD, MANNADI, RIWAI, GANGGAI, MANDAL, KEWOT, KEWAT, KAWATHI, KENAT, KEVAT BOLI, KEVATI, KEWANI, KEWATI, NAGPURI MARATHI.  Dialects: MARARI, OJHI, POWARI, BANAPARI, GAHORE, TIRHARI, GODWANI (MANDLAHA), SONPARI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, East Central zone.  
                                     . 

	BAHING
	[RAR] 7,000 to 10,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Sagarmatha Zone, Okhaldunga District, south of the Solu River in the Nachedanda ranges, east of the Melung River to the Thatan River and its tributaries in the west. Alternate names: RUMDALI, BAINGE RAI, BAING, BAYING, BAYUNG, BAHING LO, BAYUNG LO.  Dialects: NAMBER SACHA, ROKHUNG, KHALING, BANENGE, DOBO LO, PROCA LO.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Sunwari.  
                                     . 

	BANTAWA
	[BAP] 35,000 or more (1985 N.K. Rai), 50,700 to 70,000 including second language users (1991 W. Winter). 'Intermediate Bantawa' represents most groups (Hansson in Winter 1991:7).  Morang, Dhankuta, Bhojpur districts, Koshi Zone, and western Dhankuta District, Khotang District. Amchoke is in Limbuwan, especially in Ilam District; Udaipur District, Sagarmatha Zone; Japa District, Mechi Zone. Many villages. Alternate names: BANTAWA RAI, BANTABA, BONTAWA, BANTAWA YÜNG, BANTAWA YONG, BANTAWA DUM.  Dialects: NORTHERN BANTAWA (DILPALI), SOUTHERN BANTAWA (HANGKHIM), EASTERN BANTAWA (DHANKUTA), WESTERN BANTAWA, CHHINTANG, DUNGMALI (DUNMALI), WALING (WALUNG, WALÜNG), RUNGCHENBUNG, AMCHOKE (AMCHAUKE), YANGMA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	BARAAMU
	[BRD] 2,000 (1998) out of 6,580 in the ethnic group (1996 Thapa).  Gandaki Zone, North Gorkha District, Takhu village up the Doraundi Khola on the east side above Chorgate, near Kumhali, about 7 villages. They may be in Dhading District. Alternate names: BARHAMU, BRAHMU, BHRAMU, BRAMU, BARAM.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Western Himalayish, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	BARAGAUNLE
	[BON] 1,600 to 2,200 or more, including 650 in Kagbeni, 530 to 1,140 in Jharkot, 400 in Purang (1990).  Dhaulagiri Zone, Mustang District, 18 villages in the Kali Gandaki Valley and on the hillsides north of Jomosom up to Kagbeni, and east to Muktinath; on the plains and along the river. Alternate names: BARAGAUN, BARAGAON, BHOTI GURUNG.  Dialects: JHARKOT, KAGBENI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	BELHARIYA
	[BYW] 500 (1995 Karen Ebert) to 2,000 (1996 Bickel).  Kosi Zone, Dhankuta District, Belhara village and hill west of Dhankuta Bajar. Alternate names: BELHARE, ATHPARIYA, ATHPAHARIYA, ATHPARE, ATHPAGARI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	BENGALI
	[BNG] 27,712 in Nepal, 0.15% of the population (1991 census).  Mechi Zone, Jhapa District; Koshi Zone, Morang and Sunsari districts; Sagarmatha Zone, Saptari District. Alternate names: BANGALA, BANGLA, BANGLA-BHASA.  Dialects: BARIK, BHATIARI, CHIRMAR, KACHARI-BENGALI, LOHARI-MALPAHARIA, MUSSELMANI, RAJSHAHI, SAMARIA, SARAKI, SIRIPURIA.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Bengali-Assamese.  
                                     . 

	BHOJPURI
	[BHJ] 1,379,717 in Nepal, 7.46% of population (1991 census).  Main concentration in Narayani Zone, Rautahat, Para, and Parsa districts. And near the India border in Lumbini Zone, Nawalparasi District; Janakpur Zone, Sarlahi District; Koshi Zone, Morang District; Mechi Zone, Jhapa District. Alternate names: BHOJAPURI, BHOZPURI, BAJPURI.  Dialects: BHOJPURI THARU, TELI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Bihari.  
                                     . 

	BODO
	[BRX] 938 in Nepal (1961 census).  Mechi Zone, Jhapa District. Alternate names: BORO, BODI, BARA, BORONI, MECHE, MECHI, MECI, MECH, MACHE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Jingpho-Konyak-Bodo, Konyak-Bodo-Garo, Bodo-Garo, Bodo.  
                                     . 

	BOTE-MAJHI
	[BMJ] 11,000 (1991 census).  Mainly Chitawan District, Narayani Zone, near Kumhali. Alternate names: KUSHAR.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	BUJHYAL
	[GOR] 5,000 (1998).  Gandaki Zone, East Tanahun, south side of Chimkesori Peak, behind Yangchok, near the Magar. Separated from the Chepang by the Trisuli (Narayani) River. Alternate names: GHARTI, BUJHEL, BUJAL, WESTERN CHEPANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Chepang.  
                                     . 

	BYANGSI
	[BEE] 1,314 in Nepal or 0.01% of the population (1991 census).  Mahakali Zone, Darchula District. Alternate names: BYANSHI, BYANSI, BYANGKHO LWO.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Western Himalayish, Almora.  
                                     . 

	CAMLING
	[RAB] 10,000 or fewer (1995 Karen Ebert).  Rawa Valley, Khotang District, Sagarmatha Zone. Alternate names: CHAMLING, CHAMLINGE RAI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	CHANTYAL
	[CHX] 2,000 speakers out of 10,000 in the ethnic group (1997 Michael Noonan).  Dhaulagiri Zone, Myagdi District, Kali Gandaki River valley. Ethnic Chantel also in Baglung District. Alternate names: CHENTEL, CHANTEL.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	CHAUDANGSI
	[CDN]   Mahakali Zone, far western. Alternate names: TSAUDANGSI, BANGBA LWO.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Western Himalayish, Almora.  
                                     . 

	CHEPANG
	[CDM] 34,000 or 0.14% of the population (1997).  Inner Terai; Narayani Zone, Makwanpur, Chitwan, and South Dhading districts; Gandaki Zone, South Gorkha District. Alternate names: TSEPANG.  Dialects: EASTERN CHEPANG, WESTERN CHEPANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Chepang.  
                                     . 

	CHHINTANG
	[CTN] 100 or fewer (1991 W. Winter).  Lower Arun region, Dhankuta District, Chhintang panchayat, Sambhung and Pokhare, and Ankhisalla panchayat, Dandagaon. Alternate names: CHHINTANGE, TELI, CHINTANG RÛNG, CHINTANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  Nearly extinct. 
                                     . 

	CHHULUNG
	[CUR] 1,000 or fewer (1991 W. Winter).  Ankhisalla Panchayat, Dhankuta District, end of Chhintang Panchayat. Alternate names: CHULUNG, CHÜLÜNG, CHHÛLÛNG RÛNG, CHHOLUNG, CHHILLING.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	CHOURASE
	[TSU] 5,000 or more (1991 W. Winter).  Sagarmatha Zone, Udayapur and Okhaldhunga districts. Alternate names: TSAURASYA, CHAURASIA, CHAURASYA, CHOURASIA, UMBULE, AMBULE, OMBULE.  Dialects: BONU, UBU.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	CHUKWA
	[CUW] 100 or fewer (1991 W. Winter).  Kulung Panchayat, Bhojpur District. Alternate names: CUKWA RING, POHING, POHING KHA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  Nearly extinct. 
                                     . 

	DARAI
	[DRY] 7,000 (1991 census).  Inner Terai, Narayani Zone, Chitawan District. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	DHANWAR
	[DHW] 16,000 (1993 Johnstone).  Eastern hills and plain, inner Terai and Terai south of Kathmandu, Sindhuli Garhi, Makwanpur District, Narayani Zone. Alternate names: DHANVAR, DANUWAR RAI, DANUWAR, DENWAR.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	DHIMAL
	[DHI] 15,014 or 0.08% of the population (1991 census).  Mechi Zone, Jhapa District; Koshi Zone, Morang District. Dialects: EASTERN DHIMAL, WESTERN DHIMAL.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Dhimal.  
                                     . 

	DOLPO
	[DRE] 5,000 to 10,000 (1998).  Dolpa, northern, Karnali Zone, villages of Goomatara, Kola, Tachel, Kani, Bajebara, Laun, Chilpara, Bantari, Byas, above Dolpa up to Tibet. It is beyond the mountains west of the upper Kali Gandaki River valley. Confined by the Dhaulagire Himal on the south and Tibet on the north. Includes the headwaters of the Karnali River. About 24 small villages scattered over 500 square miles in Namgang, Panzgang, Tarap, and Chharbung subdistricts. Alternate names: PHOKE DOLPA, DOLPA TIBETAN.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	DUMI
	[DUS] 1,000 to 2,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Northern Khotang District, hills near the middle of the Rawakhola Valley. Alternate names: DUMI BO'O, DUMI BRO, RO'DO BO', LSI RAI, SOTMALI.  Dialects: BRASMI, KHARBARI, LAMDIJA, MAKPA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	DUNGMALI
	[RAA] 3,000 to 5,000 (1991 W. Winter).  East of central Bhojpur District, northeast of the Singtang lekh, bend of the Arun River between its confluence with the Piukhuwa and the first confluence with the Piluwa River. Alternate names: DUNGMALI PÛK, DUNGMALI-BANTAWA, ARTHARE, ARTHARE-KHESANG.  Dialects: KHESANG (KHESANGE).  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	DZONGKHA
	[DZO]   Some in Kathmandu. Alternate names: JONKHA, BHOTIA OF BHUTAN, ZONGKHAR, DRUKKE, DRUKHA, BHUTANESE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Southern.  
                                     . 

	GHALE, KUTANG
	[GHT] 1,300 (1992).  Gandaki Zone, Northern Gorkha District, Buri Gandaki Valley from Nyak, up to and including Prok. Alternate names: BHOTTE.  Dialects: BIHI, CHAK, RANA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	GHALE, NORTHERN
	[GHH] 2,500 (1991 Smith).  Gandaki Zone, Gorkha District, Buri Gandaki Valley. Dialects: KHORLA, UIYA, JAGAT, PHILIM, NYAK.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	GHALE, SOUTHERN
	[GHE] 12,000 (1975 Nishi).  Gandaki Zone, Gorkha District, hills south of Macha Khola. Alternate names: GALLE GURUNG.  Dialects: BARPAK, KYAURA, LAPRAK.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	GURUNG, EASTERN
	[GGN] 105,000 or more, 1.23% of the population (1991 census). 227,918 all Gurung languages in Nepal (1991 census).  Western Dev. Region, Gandaki Zone, mainly Lamjung, Tanahu, and western Gorkha districts. Possibly some in Manang District. Dialects: LAMJUNG GURUNG, GORKHA GURUNG, TAMU KYI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	GURUNG, WESTERN
	[GVR] 72,000 in Nepal (1991 census). Northwestern dialect is the largest. 227,918 all Gurung languages in Nepal, 1.23% of the population (1991 census). Population total all countries 72,000 or more.  Alternate names: GURUNG, TAMU KYI.  Dialects: SOUTHERN GURUNG (SYANGJA GURUNG), NORTHWESTERN GURUNG (KASKI GURUNG).  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	HELAMBU SHERPA
	[SCP] 5,000 to 10,000 (1998).  Nuwakot and Sindhupalchok districts, Bagmati Zone, Helambu area. Alternate names: YOHLMU TAM.  Dialects: EASTERN HELAMBU SHERPA, WESTERN HELAMBU SHERPA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	HINDI
	[HND] 170,997 in Nepal, or 0.92% of the population (1991 census).  Southern strip of low country. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Central zone, Western Hindi, Hindustani.  
                                     . 

	HUMLA BHOTIA
	[HUT]   Bajura District, Seti Zone; Humla District, Karnali Zone. Alternate names: DANGALI, PHOKE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	JERUNG
	[JEE] 1,000 to 2,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Around and above the mouth of the Melungkhola River. Alternate names: JERO, JERUM, JERUNGE, JHERUNG, JERO MALA, ZERO, ZERUM, ZERO MALA.  Dialects: MADHAVPUR, BALKHU-SISNERI, RATNAWATI (SINDHULI).  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	JIREL
	[JUL] 8,000 to 10,000 (1998).  Janakpur Zone, Dolakha District, Jiri and Sikri valleys, eastern hills. Jiri is the main area. Others include Chhyatrapa; Lumbini and Nawalparasi districts. Alternate names: ZIRAL, JIRI, JIRIAL.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Southern.  
                                     . 

	KAGATE
	[SYW] 800 to 1,000 (1998).  Janakpur Zone, Ramechhap District, on one of the ridges of Likhu Khola. Alternate names: SHUBA, SHYUBA, SYUBA, KAGATE BHOTE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	KAIKE
	[KZQ] 2,000 (1997 Bradley).  Karnali Zone, Dolpa District; Daulagiri Zone. Alternate names: TARALI KHAM.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Kanauri.  
                                     . 

	KAYORT
	[KYV]   Koshi Zone, Morang District, Dakuwa Danga, near Rajbangsi language. Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Bengali-Assamese.  
                                     . 

	KHALING
	[KLR] 15,000 to 20,000 (1975). Population total both countries 15,000 to 20,000.  Alternate names: KHALINGE RAI, KHAEL BRA, KHAEL BAAT.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	KHAM, GAMALE
	[KGJ] 10,000 (1988).  Gam Khola, western hills, Rukum and Rolpa districts, Rapti Zone. Alternate names: GAMALE.  Dialects: TAMALI, GHUSBANGGI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Kham.  
                                     . 

	KHAM, MAIKOTI
	[ZKM] 2,500 (1993).  Western hills, Rukum and Rolpa districts, Rapti Zone. Alternate names: MAIKOTI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Kham.  
                                     . 

	KHAM, NISI
	[KIF] 3,000 (1988).  Western hills, Rukum and Rolpa districts, Rapti Zone. Alternate names: NISI, NISEL, NISHEL KHAM, EASTERN PARBATE.  Dialects: BHUJEL KHAM.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Kham.  
                                     . 

	KHAM, SHESHI
	[KIP] 7,500 (1988).  Western hills, Rukum and Rolpa districts, Rapti Zone. Alternate names: SHESHI.  Dialects: TAPNANGGI, JANGKOTI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Kham.  
                                     . 

	KHAM, TAKALE
	[KJL] 40,000 to 50,000 (1998).  Rapti Zone, Rukum, Rolpa districts, west central Nepal. Taka-Shera is the center. Some in Dhaulagiri Zone, Baglung District. Alternate names: KHAM-MAGAR, TAKALE, WESTERN PARBATE.  Dialects: TAKALE, LUKUMEL, WALE, THABANGGI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Kham.  
                                     . 

	KOI
	[KKT] 200 to 300 (1991 W. Winter).  Sagarmatha Zone, south Khotang District, Sungdel Panchayat near the headwaters of the Rawakhola. Alternate names: KOYU, KOHI, KOYI, KOI BO'O, KOYU BO'.  Dialects: SUNGDEL, BEHERE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	KULUNG
	[KLE] 15,000 (1991 W. Winter) to 70,000. Population total both countries 15,000 to 70,000.  Alternate names: KHULUNGE RAI, KULU RING, KHULUNG, KHOLUNG.  Dialects: SOTANG (SOTARING, SOTTARING), MAHAKULUNG, TAMACHHANG, PIDISOI, CHHAPKOA, PELMUNG, NAMLUNG, KHAMBU.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	KUMAUNI
	[KFY]   Mahakali zone. Alternate names: KUMAON.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northern zone, Central Pahari.  
                                     . 

	KUMHALI
	[KRA] 1,413 (1991 census).  Nawalpur, Gorkha District, Gandaki Zone. Alternate names: KUMHALE, KUMBALE, KUMKALE.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	KURUX, NEPALI
	[KXL]   Eastern Terai, Janakpur Zone, Dhanusa District. Alternate names: DHANGAR, JHANGER, JANGHARD, JANGAD, URAON, ORAU, ORAON.  Classification: Dravidian, Northern.  
                                     . 

	KYERUNG
	[KGY]   Rasuwa District, Bagmati Zone, Langtang region, Rasua Garbi, Birdim, Thangjet, Syabru, and Syabrubensi villages; and large concentrations in Kathmandu. Also spoken in China. Alternate names: KYIRONG, GYIRONG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	LAMBICHHONG
	[LMH] 500 (1991 W. Winter).  Eastern bank of the Arun River, in a strip between Mugakhola and Sinuwakhola; Muga and Pakhribas panchayats, Dhankuta District. Alternate names: LAMBICHONG, LAMBICCHONG, LAMBITSHONG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	LEPCHA
	[LEP] 1,272 in Nepal (1961 census).  Ilam District, Mechi Zone. Alternate names: RONG, RONGKE, LAPCHE, RONGPA, NÜNPA.  Dialects: ILAMMU, TAMSANGMU, RENGJONGMU.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Lepcha.  
                                     . 

	LHOMI
	[LHM] 4,000 in Nepal. Population total all countries 6,000.  Alternate names: LHOKET, SHING SAAPA, KATH BHOTE, KAR BHOTE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	LIMBU
	[LIF] 238,088 in Nepal, 1.37% of the population (1991 census). There are 16,000 Chattare (1998). Population total all countries 266,000 or more.  Alternate names: YAKTHUNG PAN.  Dialects: TAPLEJUNGE (TAMORKHOLE, TAPLEJUNG), PANTHARE (PANTHAREY, PANCHTHARE, PANCHTHAR, PANTHARE-YANGGROKKE-CHAUBISE-CHARKHOLE), PHEDAPPE, CHATTARE (CHHATTARE, CHHATHAR, CHATTHARE, CHATTHARE YAKTHUNGBA PAN, YAKTHUNG PAN).  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	LINGKHIM
	[LII] 1 (1991 W. Winter).  Ilam District, Sumbek Panchayat Yokpi. Original homeland was apparently near the lower Dudhkosi River. Alternate names: LIMKHIM, LINKHIM, LINGKHIM RAI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  Nearly extinct. 
                                     . 

	LOPA
	[LOY] 26,000 (1998).  Dhawalagiri Zone, Dolpa, Mustang districts, north central. Alternate names: LOYU, LOBA, MUSTANG, LO MONTANG.  Dialects: LO, SEKE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	LORUNG, NORTHERN
	[LBR] 7,000 to 10,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Between the middle Arun Valley and the Sabhakhola, middle Sankhuwasawa District, Koshi Zone. Alternate names: LOHORONG, LOHRUNG, LOHRUNG KHANAWA.  Dialects: BIKSIT (BIKSHI).  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	LORUNG, SOUTHERN
	[LRR] 3,000 to 5,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Dhankuta District, in a small strip south of the Tamorkhola, between the Jaruwakhola in the east and the Raghuwkhola in the west, Bodhe, Maunabuduke, and Rajarani panchayats. Alternate names: LOHORONG, LOHRUNG, LOHRUNG KHAP, LOHRUNG KHATE, YAKKHABA LORUNG.  Dialects: GESS.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	LUMBA-YAKKHA
	[LUU] 1,000 (1991 W. Winter).  North Dhankuta District, Arkhaule Jitpur and Marek Katahare panchayats, around Lakhshmikhola. Alternate names: YAKKHABA CEA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	MAGAR, EASTERN
	[MGP] 288,383 in Nepal (1994). Population total all countries 290,000.  Alternate names: MAGARI, MANGGAR.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Magar.  
                                     . 

	MAGAR, WESTERN
	[MRD] 210,000 (1994).  West of Pokhara, Tansen highway, Surkhet, Banke, and Dialekh districts, Bheri Zone; Pokhara and Syangja districts, Morang and Dhankuta districts, Koshi Zone, Nawalparasi District, Lumbini Zone. The center is Surkhet District. Alternate names: MAGAR, MAGARI, MANGGAR, MAGAR NUWAKOT.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Magar.  
                                     . 

	MAITHILI
	[MKP] 2,191,900 (1998 census), 11.85% of the population (1998).  Rautahat District, Narayani Zone; Sarlahi, Mahottari, Dhanusa districts, Janakpur Zone; Sirha , Saptari districts, Sagarmatha Zone; Sunsari District, Koshi Zone. Alternate names: APBHRAMSA, BIHARI, MAITLI, MAITILI, METHLI, TIRAHUTIA, TIRHUTI, TIRHUTIA.  Dialects: BANTAR, BAREI, BARMELI, KAWAR, KISAN, KYABRAT, MAKRANA, MUSAR, SADRI, TATI, DEHATI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Bihari.  
                                     . 

	MAJHI
	[MJZ] 11,322 in Nepal, 0.06% of the population (1991 census). Population total both countries 11,322 or more.  Alternate names: MANJHI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Bihari.  
                                     . 

	MANANGBA
	[NMM] 3,736 (1988 Pohle).  Gandaki Zone, Manang District, Nyeshang area, 7 villages, Marsyangdi River. Alternate names: MANANG, MANANGI, NYESHANG, NYISHANG, NORTHERN GURUNG, MANANGBOLT, MANANGBHOT.  Dialects: PRAKAA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	MARWARI
	[MKD] 16,514 in Nepal, 0.09% of the population (1991 census).  Mechi Zone, Jhapa District; Koshi Zone, Morang and Sunsari districts; Narayani Zone, Parsa District, some in Kathmandu. Alternate names: MARWADI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Central zone, Rajasthani, Marwari.  
                                     . 

	MEOHANG, EASTERN
	[EMG]   Sankhuwasawa District, Koshi Zone, upper Arun Valley east of the river, eastern Nepal. One dialect is in Sunsari District, Bhaludhunga, Bishnupaduka Panchayat; Dibum (Dibung) in Mangtewa Panchayat, Mulgaon-Wangtang in Yaphu Panchayat. Alternate names: NEWANG, NEWAHANG, NEWANGE RAI, NEWAHANG JIMI, MEWAHANG.  Dialects: SUNSARI, DIBUM, MULGAON-WANGTANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	MEOHANG, WESTERN
	[RAF] 2,000 to 5,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Sankhuwasawa District, Koshi Zone, upper Arun Valley west of the river, eastern Nepal. Bala is in Bala village, Sankhuwasawa Panchayat; Bumdemba in Sishuwakhola Panchayat. 2 villages. Alternate names: NEWANG, NEWAHANG, NEWANGE RAI, NEWAHANG JIMI, MEWAHANG.  Dialects: BALA (BALALI), BUMDEMBA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	MUGU
	[MUK] 3,557 (1998).  Karnali Zone, Mugu, Humla, Jumla, Dolpa, Surket, Baihang, Bajura districts. Alternate names: MUGALI.  Dialects: MUGALI KHAM.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	MUNDARI
	[MUW] 5,700 in Nepal (1993 Johnstone).   Alternate names: MUNDA, MANDARI, MONDARI, MUNARI, HORO.  Dialects: HASADA, LATAR, NAGURI, KERA.  Classification: Austro-Asiatic, Munda, North Munda, Kherwari, Mundari.  
                                     . 

	MUSASA
	[SMM]   Sindhuli Garhi District, Morang District, Koshi Zone, Dolakha District, Janakpur Zone. Alternate names: MUSAHAR.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Bihari.  

	NAAPA
	[NAO] 500 (1985).  Sankhuwasawa District, Koshi Zone. Their own villages are interspersed among the Lhomi. Alternate names: NAWA SHERPA, NABA, NAAPAA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	NACHERING
	[NCD] 2,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Upper northeastern Khotang District near the Rawakhola Valley, on the slopes around the Lidim Khola River from the headwaters and its tributaries down to Aiselukharke to the south. Alternate names: NACERING RA, NACHERING TÛM, MATHSERENG, NACCHHERING, NASRING, BANGDALE, BANGDEL TÛM, BANGDILE.  Dialects: DIMALI, PARALI, HEDANGPA (SANGPANG), BANGDALE (HACHERO, ACHERO, HANGKULA), KHARLALI, RAKHELI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	NAR PHU
	[NPA] 533 (1988 Pohle).  Gandaki Zone, Manang District, Nar Valley north of Manang Valley, Nar (Nargaon) and Phu (Phugaon) villages. Alternate names: NAR-PHU.  Dialects: NAR (NAR-MÄ, LOWER NAR), PHU (NAR-TÖ, UPPER NAR).  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	NEPALI
	[NEP] 9,900,000 in Nepal (1993 Johnstone), 58.3% of the population (1985). Population total all countries 16,056,000.  Alternate names: NEPALESE, GORKHALI, GURKHALI, KHASKURA, PARBATIYA, EASTERN PAHARI.  Dialects: BAITADI, BAJHANGI, BAJURALI (BAJURA), DOTELI, SORADI, ACCHAMI, JUMLELI (JUMLA, SINGJA, SIJALI), DARJULA.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northern zone, Eastern Pahari.  
                                     . 

	NEWARI
	[NEW] 690,000 in Nepal, 3.73% of the population (1991 census). Population total both countries 690,000 or more.  Alternate names: NEPAL BHASA, NEWAR.  Dialects: DOLKHALI (DOLAKHA), SINDHUPALCHOK PAHRI (PAHRI, PAHARI), TOTALI, CITLANG, KATHMANDU-PATHAN-KIRTIPUR, BAKTAPUR, BAGLUNG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Newari.  
                                     . 

	NUBRI
	[KTE] 3,200 (1992).  Gandaki Zone, North Gorkha District, along the upper reaches of the Buri Gandaki River, west of and including Prok village, between Himal Chuli and Manaslu Himal on the west and Ganesh Himal on the east. The local people view Sama as regional center. Alternate names: KUTANG BHOTIA, LARKYE.  Dialects: SAMA, LHO, NAMRUNG, PROK.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	PALPA
	[PLP] 3,002 (1961 census).  Western, town of Palpa. Alternate names: PAHARI-PALPA.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Northern zone, Eastern Pahari.  
                                     . 

	PANCHGAUNLE
	[PNL]   Mustang District, Dhawalagiri Zone. Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	PHANGDUWALI
	[PHW]   Phangduwa village, Pakhribas Panchayat, Chankuta District, directly above the headwaters of the Mugakhola (W. Winter 1991:79). Alternate names: PHANGDUWALI POTI, PHANGDUVALI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	PONGYONG
	[PGY]   Ilam District, Kannyam Panchayat, Ambikau. Alternate names: PONYON KULUNG, SAMAKULUNG, KULUNG PUN.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  Nearly extinct. 
                                     . 

	PUMA
	[PUM] 3,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Northwestern slopes of the Rapcha Range from the highest peaks to the Shwahkola Valley, directly south of the Khotang Bajar. Alternate names: PUMA PIMA, PUMA LA, PUMA KALA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	RAJBANGSI
	[RJB] 85,558 in Nepal, 0.46% of the population (1991 census.  Mechi Zone, Jhapa District; Koshi Zone, Morang District. Alternate names: RAJBANSI, TAJPURI, KOCH, KOCHE.  Dialects: KURTHA.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Bengali-Assamese.  
                                     . 

	RAJI
	[RJI] 3,000 or more (1998).  Bheri Zone, Surkhet and Bardia districts, Seti Zone, Kailaki District. Alternate names: RAJIBAR.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Magar.  
                                     . 

	RANGKAS
	[RGK]  Population total both countries 600 (1977 Voegelin and Voegelin).  Alternate names: RANGKHAS.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Western Himalayish, Almora.  
                                     . 

	RAUTE
	[RAU] 475, including 130 nomadic Raute (1997 Singh).  Mainly in western Nepal, Seti, Rapti, Bheri, Karnali, and Dhaulagiri zones; Surkhet, Pyuthan, Jajakot, Achham, Doti, Jumla, Dolpa, Banke districts. Alternate names: RAUTYE, HARKA GURUNG, KHAMCHI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	RAWAT
	[JNL] 15,175 in Nepal, 0.98% of the population (1991 census). Population total both countries 17,175 to 18,175 or more.  Alternate names: JANGGALI, JANGALI, JHANGAR, DZANGGALI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Western Himalayish, Janggali.  
                                     . 

	SAAM
	[RAQ]   Southern Ilam District. Alternate names: SAAM RAI, SAMAKHA, SAAMA KHA.  Dialects: BUNGLA, SAMBYA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  Nearly extinct. 
                                     . 

	SANGPANG
	[RAV] 5,000 to 7,000 (1991 W. Winter).  From Dingla, Bhojpur District in the northeast to Kharpa in the southwest. The upper ridges south and east of the Rawakhola Valley and adjoining ridges in the northeast where the headwaters of the main tributaries of the lower and middle Arun River. Alternate names: SAMPANG, SAMPANGE RAI, SANGPANG KHA, SANGPANG GUN, SANGPANG GÎN.  Dialects: TANA, HALUMBUNG (WAKCHALI), SAMARUNG, BHALU, TONGECCHA, PHALI, KHARTAMCHE, KHOTANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  

	SANTALI
	[SNT] 33,332 in Nepal (1991 census).  Koshi Zone, Morang District; Mechi Zone, Jhapa District. Alternate names: SATAR, SANTHALI, SONTHAL, SANDAL, SANGTAL, SANTAL, SENTALI, SAINTI, HOR, HAR.  Classification: Austro-Asiatic, Munda, North Munda, Kherwari, Santali.  
                                     . 

	SHERPA
	[SCR] 30,000 in Nepal (1998). Population total all countries 49,895.  Alternate names: SHARPA, SHARPA BHOTIA, XIAERBA, SERWA.  Dialects: SOLU, KHUMBU, RAMECHAAP.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Southern.  
                                     . 

	SONHA
	[SOI] 10,000 (1985).  Along Karnali River in western Nepal, Kailali District, Seti Zone; Bheri River, Bheri Zone, Mahakali River, Mahakali Zone. Alternate names: SONAHAA.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Central zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	SUNWAR
	[SUZ] 30,000 to 40,000 (1998).  Eastern hills, Ramechhap District, Janakpur Zone, and northwestern Okhaldhunga District. Alternate names: SUNUWAR, SUNBAR, SUNWARI, MUKHIYA, KWOICO LO.  Dialects: SUREL.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Sunwari.  
                                     . 

	TAMANG, EASTERN
	[TAJ] 584,097 to 718,048 in Nepal, 3.26% of the population (1991 census). 904,456 allTamang languages (1991 census). Another estimate is 2,500,000 to 3,000,000 all Tamang speakers (1994 Tamang Society representative). 23,645 second language speakers of all Tamang (1991 census). Tamang is the largest Tibeto-Burman language in Nepal. Population total all countries 584,000 to 718,000 or more.  Dialects: OUTER-EASTERN TAMANG, CENTRAL-EASTERN TAMANG, SOUTHWESTERN TAMANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	TAMANG, EASTERN GORKHA
	[TGE] 3,000 to 4,000 (1992).  North Gorkha District, Gandaki Zone, south and east of Jagat. Dialects: KASIGAON, KEROUNJA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	TAMANG, NORTHWESTERN
	[TMK] 55,000 or more, 0.30% of population (based on 1991 census).  Bagmati Zone, Nuwakot District, central mountainous strip. Migrations to the Terai. Dialects: DHADING.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	TAMANG, SOUTHWESTERN
	[TSF] 109,051 or 0.59% of the population (1991 census).  Western Makwanpur and Chitwan districts, and south and southwest of those districts. It may extend to the western and northwestern parts of Kathmandu District. Migrations to Terai. Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	TAMANG, WESTERN
	[TDG] 186,408 to 320,350, 1% to 1.73% of population (based on 1991 census).  Bagmati Zone, western Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, and parts of Gorkha districts, and other districts to the west and possibly southwest, central mountainous strip. Migrations to the Terai. Alternate names: MURMI.  Dialects: TRISULI (NUWAKOT), RASUWA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	THAKALI
	[THS] 7,113 or 0.04% of the population (1991 census).  Dhaulagiri Zone, Mustang District, Thak Khola, the mid Kali Gandaki Valley, with Annapurna Himal on one side and Dhaulagiri Himal on the other, from Tatopani village in the south to Jomosom in the north. Many live outside the area. Tukche is the cultural center. Tukche dialect is in all Southern Thak Khola and Jomosom, Syang in Syang, Thini, and Chimang. Alternate names: TAPAANG, THAKSYA.  Dialects: TUKCHE (THAKALI), MARPHA, SYANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tamangic.  
                                     . 

	THAMI
	[THF] 14,400 (1991 census). Population total both countries 14,400.  Alternate names: THANGMI.  Dialects: EASTERN THAMI, WESTERN THAMI.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Western Himalayish, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	THARU, CHITWANIA
	[THE] 80,000 or more (based on 1991 census). 993,388 all Tharu, 5.32% of the population (1991 census). Population total both countries 80,000 or more.  Alternate names: CHITUAN THARU, CHITAWAN THARU.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	THARU, DANGAURA
	[THL] 300,000 or more in Nepal (1991 census). 993,388 all Tharu, 5.37% of the population (1991 census). Population total both countries 343,000.  Alternate names: DANG THARU.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Central zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	THARU, DEOKHURI
	[THG] 80,000 (1981 census).  Rapti Zone, Dang District. Alternate names: DEOKHAR, DEOKRI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	THARU, KATHORIYA
	[TKT] 60,000 (1981). Population total both countries 60,000 or more.  Alternate names: KATHARIYA.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Central zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	THARU, KOCHILA
	[THQ] 250,000 or more (1991 census). Population total both countries 250,000 or more.  Alternate names: SAPTARI.  Dialects: MORANGIA.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	THARU, MAHOTARI
	[THN] 32,000 (1981 census).  Janakpur Zone, Mahottari District. Alternate names: MAHOTTARI.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	THARU, RANA
	[THR] 200,000 in Nepal (1991 census). Population total both countries 264,000.  Alternate names: RANA THAKUR.  Classification: Indo-European, Indo-Iranian, Indo-Aryan, Eastern zone, Unclassified.  
                                     . 

	THUDAM BHOTE
	[THW]   Mechi Zone, Taplejung District, northern. Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Unclassified.  

	THULUNG
	[TDH] 25,000 in Nepal (1991 W. Winter). Population total both countries 28,300.  Alternate names: THULUNGE RAI, DEUSALI, DEOSALI, THULU LUWA, THULULOA, THULUNG LA, THOLONG LO, THULUNG JEMU, TOAKU LWA.  Dialects: LANNACHYO.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	TIBETAN
	[TIC] 60,000 in Nepal (1973 SIL).  Kathmandu. Alternate names: BHOTIA, ZANG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	TICHURONG
	[TCN] 1,500 (1980).  Dolpa District, Karnali Zone, in the basin of the Bheri River. Alternate names: TICHERONG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	TILUNG
	[TIJ] 1,000 or fewer (1991 W. Winter).  Halesidanda Range in the outer west of Khotang District, between Dudhkosi and Sunkosi. Alternate names: TILING, TILLING, TILUNG BLAMA.  Dialects: CHOSKULE, DORUNKECHA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Western.  
                                     . 

	TSEKU
	[TSK]   Mechi zone far east. Alternate names: TSUKU, TZUKU.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	TSUM
	[TTZ] 2,200 to 3,500 (1980).  Gandaki Zone, northern Gorkha District, Tsum area, the region drained by the Shiar Khola north of Ganesh Himal. Chekampar (Chokong) is the prestige village. Alternate names: TSUMGE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	WALING
	[WLY]   Khairang Panchayat, Bhojpur District. Alternate names: WALUNG, WALÜNG.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	WALUNGGE
	[OLA] 10,000 to 15,000, including 3,500 in the original area. Population total both countries 10,000 to 15,000.  Alternate names: OLANGCHUNG GOLA, WALUNGCHUNG GOLA, WALUNG, WALUNGGI KECCYA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Tibeto-Kanauri, Tibetic, Tibetan, Central.  
                                     . 

	WAYU
	[VAY] 1,500 (1974).  Janakpur Zone, Ramechhap and Sindhuli districts, on the hills on both sides of the Sun Kosi River. Alternate names: HAYU, VAYU, WAYO.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Chepang.  
                                     . 

	YAKHA
	[YBH] 8,000 to 10,000 in Nepal (1991 W. Winter). Population total both countries 8,000 to 10,000 or more.  Alternate names: YAKKHA, YAKKHABA, YAKKHABA CEA, YAKKHABA SALA, DEWANSALA.  Dialects: NORTHERN YAKHA, SOUTHERN YAKHA, EASTERN YAKHA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	YAMPHE
	[YMA] 3,000 to 5,000 (1991 W. Winter).  Makalu Panchayat, both sides of the upper Arun River, northern Sankhuwasawa. To the south, the Jaljale Himal east of the Arun and the Apsuwakhola west of the Arun; to the north as far as the Leksuwakhola and Barun rivers. Alternate names: YAMPHU, NEWAHANG YAMPHE, YAMPHE KHA.  Dialects: SIBAO-YAMPHE, PA-O.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 

	YAMPHU
	[YBI] 5,000 (1997 Bradley, ed.)  Eastern hills, upper Arun Valley, Matsayapokhari Panchayat, Sankhuwasawa District, extreme north of the Northern Lorung area, directly southwest of the Jaljale Mountains, Koshi, Mechi zones. Alternate names: YAMPHU RAI, YAMPHU KHA, YANPHU, YAMPHE.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kiranti, Eastern.  
                                     . 


Extinct languages

	KUSUNDA
	[KGG]   Tanahun District, Gandaki Zone, western hills, Satto Bhatti west of Chepetar and possibly jungle south of Ambhu. Kireni, near Kumhali. Alternate names: KUSANDA.  Classification: Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Himalayish, Mahakiranti, Kham-Magar-Chepang-Sunwari, Chepang.  
                                     . 




  
News Report #1 (January 2004) 

Indian role in the Maoist rebellion

News Report #1 January 2004 India-Maoist – Nepal linkages 

By Ram Prasad Nepal 

With a friend like India, Nepal does not need enemies. Yet, enemies we have [NL]in the Maoists. [PARA]It is often pointed out by the knowledgeable folks when talking about Indo-Nepal relationship how much Nepal benefits from the magnanimous neighbor be it in terms of trade, foreign aid, education, medicine etc. It is often said, in a very patronizing tone that Nepal would not be able to carry on without the Indian largesse, that if India were to close its ports to Nepali goods or impose an embargo as it did in 1990, that the Nepali economy would collapse. Rarely do these fountain heads acknowledge that India too benefits, and disproportionately at that, as evidenced by Nepal's trade deficit with India worth NRs. 15.7 billion. India also benefits from cheap Nepali electricity, water resources, and cheap labor. But the attitude is the big brother has been good to you so do be quiet and stop complaining. [PARA]Our pundits often point out that the fault lies within and we the lazy Nepalese, instead of doing our own homework, just point the index finger at the only true friend we have. It is pointed out that we don't do Ph.D's on Bhutanese refugees or on Arun III, or on India itself as if that would somehow make everything right. We are asked to turn our other cheek meekly when India slaps us with numerous allegations. [PARA]India has often alleged that Nepal allows anti-Indian elements such as the Pakistan's Inter Service Intelligence (ISI) agency and the ISI supported separatist-insurgents to use Nepali territory. India heightened this rhetoric after the December 24, 1999 hijacking of Indian Airlines from Kathmandu and seized this opportunity to make things difficult

for Nepal. 

The Indian press carried out malicious campaigns including accusations that one of the hijackers was a Nepali. It turned out to be false. Indian Airlines suspended all flights to Nepal for six months based on this incidence of hijacking. No other airline in the world has ever suspended its flights for such a

long time based upon one incidence of hijacking. India even demanded that their own security personnel be posted at Tribhuvan International Airport in Kathmandu. 

Yes, the Indians are extremely sensitive to neighboring countries being used by anti-Indian elements. They mince no words when it comes to making allegations and putting diplomatic and political pressure to see that action is taken against such elements. Recently, the Bhutanese government was pressured into using its military against the Assamese-Bodo rebels that are said to be operating from the Bhutanese territories. Editorials in Indian papers have showered kudos on Bhutan for taking this bold step. Yet, India has not made even a half-hearted attempt to apprehend the Maoist leaders now operating their command and control from Indian territories.  To add insult to injury, India continues to feign ignorance of the whereabouts of the Maoist bases and leaders in India even after the highly publicized meeting between the UML Leader Madhab Nepal and the Maoists in Lucknow. That the Indian intelligence seems to know everything about what the ISI is allegedly doing in Nepal but nothing about the Maoists in their own territory is hard to believe. Recent reports in the Nepali media that include direct statements from Nepali security personnel claiming that the Indian government did not cooperate even when provided with critical information about Maoist operations in India is proof that the Indian government does not do on to its neighbors as it wants done for itself

India has failed Nepal both as a friend and a neighbor. Good friends do not only share tit-bits at good times, but help each other in times of need. They just don't watch from a distance when a friend is struggling for life. But that is exactly what India is doing. Maoists have bases in India and the leaders are hiding in Uttar Pradesh. On the strength of these bases and the knowledge that Indian government would not prosecute them, Maoists are robbing, torturing, kidnapping and massacring Nepalese, and India is turning a blind eye. India has Promised help and even declared Maoists terrorists, but that rhetoric has not been backed up by actions. Not only is India not helping Nepal, it has also consistently objected to direct US assistance to Nepal (even though the Indian Ambassador denied this in a recent interview) as evidenced by series of Indian editorials questioning the Kathmandu-visits by Colin Powell and Christina Rocca. [PARA]It is clear to everyone that Nepal cannot afford this insurgency for long. If only the Maoist leadership were to be captured or killed, then the Nepali government can deal with the rest of the Maoist foot-soldiers and activists within Nepal by force and incentives. Without moral and material support coming from across the border, the domestic Maoists would either be defeated or surrender. The genuine peace process can begin only after that. [NL][NL]If Bhutan with merely six thousand soldiers can take action against some three thousand battle-hardened Assamese rebels, it is hard to believe that India with such a large military and intelligence infrastructure cannot expel the Maoists from Indian territories. It is a matter of will and intent. India was able to mobilize some 700,000 soldiers within a month to the Pakistani border when it was posturing with Pakistan and the US during the nuclear arms race two years ago. Only a fraction of that force is needed to take action against the Maoist. India must take genuine action [NL]immediately within the Indian territory of Bihar, West Bengal and Uttar

Pradesh and put a stop to this cross-border terrorism. [NL][NL]This action must go

far beyond arresting three small time gunrunners and focus on apprehending the Maoist

leaders. Only by helping Nepal defeat her number one enemy will India be able to pass

the test of friendship this time. [PARA](A version of this article was originally

published in The People's Review  Jan 15-21. - Ed.)

