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“Suggestions” 

WRITING FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

BOOK REVIEW

1. Identify the book with appropriate citations

2. Describe the subject and scope of the book

3. Provide information about the author, focusing on his or her qualifications for writing this book

4. Outline or summarize the thrust or argument of the book, giving the main pieces of evidence to support the author’s position

5. Tell whether, in  your judgment, the author satisfactorily supports the thesis or argument

6. Connect the book to the larger world by explaining the ramifications of the argument or material, by assessing the value of the book, or by placing it in the context of public issues or of other current books on the subject.

7. Relate the book’s subject or thesis to the academic course

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:  (Or, description of position on a specific issue)
1. Statement of the issue

2. Presentation of factual, noncontroversial background information

3. Statement of the writer’s position on the issue

4. Presentation of evidence and/ or reasoning to support the writer’s position

5. Refutation of opponent’s arguments

6. Conclusion and call to action

ABSTRACTS:

1. For an empirical report: problem, subjects, procedures, results, conclusions, implications

2. For a theoretical or review article: topic, thesis, scope, sources, conclusions and implications

3. For a policy analysis: 

a. The policy problem

b. Objectives of the ideal solution

c. List of alternative solutions

d. The optimal solution

POLICY ANALYSIS

1. Recognition of a social problem

2. Identification of objectives to be achieved in its solution

3. Deciding what alternative solutions are available

4. Judging how the alternatives relate to the objectives

5. Weighting the objectives

6. Choosing the best alternatives

COURT BRIEF
1. Name and citation

2. Key facts

3. The issue

4. Holding and vote

5. Reasoning for the majority

6. Separate opinions

THESIS PROPOSAL
1. Statement of the topic: significance, relevance

2. Review of the literature

3. Statement of the hypothesis

4. Research strategy

5. Operationalization of the concepts

6. Methodology
a. Delimitation of the subject

b. Limitations of the research 

THESIS:

1. Introduction 

a. Statement of the hypothesis

b. Definition of major concepts and vocabulary

c. Relevance

d. Applications of research findings

2. Research strategy

a. Literature review

b. Definition of concepts

c. Methodology

3.   Independent Variable (What is explained)

4.   Dependent variable (What explains #3)

5.   Relationship between the factors – restatement of hypothesis and conclusions derived from research

6.   Summary and Conclusions



(Suggestions for future research)

ISSUE ANALYSIS:

1. What is the problem?

2. Whose problem is it?

3. What is the scope and size of the problem 

4. What are the cause-effect relationships 

5. What are the consequences of solving/ not solving the problem?

6. What are the possible solutions?

7. Describe the possible scenarios

8. Conclusion

DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS  (for information and organization of information)
1. Topic and relevance; 

2. Outline criteria for description

3. Use the substance of the topic and write each paragraph or section as outlined by #2

4. Summarize  (not conclusions)

COMPARATIVE PAPERS:

Two major ways of organizing the material: (both use the same information)
      
(a) Do an issue analysis on each ‘case’ and then summarize and compare.. .. being sure to use the same questions for each ‘case’ before drawing conclusions and comparisons

  (b) Take each issue separately and talk about each case/ subject, drawing conclusions only at the end of the writing.

(example: when comparing Colombia and Bolivia (a) write on Colombia and then Bolivia, concluding with similarities and differences… OR (b) Describe the history of Colombia and the history of Bolivia, move onto the social factors of Colombia and then Bolivia; then move into the next topic of militarization for Colombia and then Bolivia, etc. etc….. Summary paragraphs discuss ‘what is different and what is similar…..  A conclusion may /may not be added
