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TARGETED INTELLIGENCE : RELIGION AND VIOLENCE

Current military intelligence issues

· Suicide bombers/ martyrs

· Religious terrorism

· Ethnic or neo-nationalist movements

· Millenarian insurgencies

· Cross-border and continent support on global basis

· Religious groups’ financial support of known terrorist groups

· New / emerging leadership and use of religious ideas, ideologies, resources
· Types of weapons available to end-of-the-world believers

· Islam and the Clash of Civilization/ Global Fragmentation frameworks

· Gender issues

· Effects based Targeting

· Tracking membership and alliances of NGOs / IGOs
Military uses of information/ intelligence re : Religion

· Psyop

· Pol-Mil

· Support for tactical operations
· Support for policy and strategy
· Information operations
· Public affairs
· Civil Affairs
· Operations Other than War 
· Asymmetrical Operations
· Criminal activities i.e. drugs, border, immigration, human smuggling 
· Humanitarian and Peacekeeping Missions
· Force Protection
Two major approaches to the analysis of religion and violence:

(1) RELIGIOUS FACTORS AS KNOWN CONTRIBUTORS TO VIOLENCE:


(a)Violence related to another identity factor (ethnic conflict, state repression)
(b)Violence that is associated with a ‘world religion’
(c)Violence that is related to a messianic leader, small cult group, or localized                      insurgency 
(d)Isolated but significant acts of violence done in the name of religion that has mass effect such as suicide bombings, terrorism, and mass murders.

(2) RE-EMERGENCE OF RELIGION AS IDEOLOGY: 
(a) Replaces “sovereign” state and “institutionalized” church as authority.

The organized church and the secular state have lost some aspects of traditional legitimacy resulting in loss of authority and power. 
(b) The virtual ‘democratization’ of religion.

This has resulted in the growth and development of grass roots, do-it-yourself religious groups.  These may/ may not bear much relationship to mainline theology or traditional religious practices but are ‘identified’ as such in common parlance.  One visible aspect is the proliferation of cults as off-shootsof a major religion led by a messianic leader.  

Importance of Religion/ Violence as Evidenced by increased public awareness/
Political/ military importance in the US and globally
· numbers of conferences held in Washington and New York
· numbers of groups,  IGOs, and NGOs that are ‘faith-based” grown exponentially
· USG supported projects to study “fundamentalism” 
· Journal and periodical articles and entire issues
· TV, radio talk shows, media events devoted to terrorism and religion
· Office of Religious Affairs (DoS)
· Pentagon use of CIA and other ‘experts’ during Afghani and Iraqi conflicts

Religious conflicts (or the use of religion in conflict):
· 105 out of 237 conflicts have significant religious (causal) dimension 
· religion is present in all conflict – as it concerns life and death; just war and justice 
in war
· 50% of the conflicts reported by the State Failure task report have actors identified primarily by religion

· religious is always related to identity, language, territory, politics, and economics

· religious conflicts tend to have higher levels of intensity and severity than other forms of war
· conflict is longer in duration when religion is a major factor
· conflict has enhanced levels of lethality and brutality when religion is involved
· religious factors contribute / are mobilized/ in support of both war and conflict resolution

Religion as Power
· Resources
· Money, buildings, property

· Organization

· Networks that are community based and global in scope

· Power of ideology

· Symbolic support for political personages, agendas, and programs 
· Interpersonal and Relational
· Between and among individuals

· Within State

· Global
· Communication
· Communicate with authority

· Written and spoken expertise

· Access to media

· Believability

· Music, poetry, art forms
· Expertise
· Knowledge of community

· Knowledge of place

· Knowledge of problem individuals and families

· Historical languages 

· Non-verbal communication

· Use of symbols

· Sensitivities of individuals

· Medical

· Educational

· Criminal elements and prison networks

· Cult groups 

DoD/DIA concerns

NEED
· Need for information and intelligence on religious issues in Planning /Policy
· Reported need for time sensitive information re Afghanistan/ Iraq/ Saudi Arabia, Iran/ Indonesia

· Need for information re women and children’s issues in Middle East as pertains to religion (dress, behavior, loyalties, as different from or overlapping men’s issues)

· Education and training in rebuilding / democratization in Iraq
· Lack of information/ understanding about the differences between human rights, legal rights, religious rights, and fundamental freedoms and “democracy”

· Need to identify leadership (when political systems fail, most often the leaders  by default, are religious authorities)
· Targeting concerns

DIFFICULTIES

Attitudes – separation of “church and state”
Information – difficult to extract from public or academic sources
Availability of ‘objective’ and/or informed analysts – many come with their own biases
Stereotypes or quick-fixes – over-generalizations and categorization
Subsumed in ‘culture’ or over-generalized in world religions

Importance acknowledged but sustained, systematic effort unrealized

Need for critical effort to respond to emerging challenge, threat, opportunities

\

SUGGESTED: 
As a beginning point, it would be necessary to define a small working group to find ‘need’ and product line.  
At a minimum, DIA should maintain:
 (1) DATA BASE ON current world religious conflict/ issues/ groups
(a) background information such as  location, demographic data, ethnic     identity, language, economic status, language
(b) beliefs: basic theology 

(c)behaviors

(d)institutions and organization(s)

(e)leadership 
(f)communication (Including Symbols – colors, shapes, … )
(g)education 

(h)relationship(s) to other political and religious actors

(2) current intelligence products designed to track the most problematic INDIVIDUALS  and groups

(a finances and other resources


(b statements


(c)leadership


(d)organization/ membership


(e)resources


(c)allies and fellow travelers


(d)travel within and between countries


(e)“followers”(level of adherence) (second level actor/ administrators)


(f)relationship(s) with other political and religious actors


(g idiosyncrasies and vulnerabilities

(3) analytical products that ‘explain’ religious phenomena in such a way as to be useful to military operations 


before operations


during hostilities(conventional, assymetrical, and Mootwa)



peacemaking, peacekeeping, and other 
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Burundi Chechnya Canada Tibet Nigeria

Azerbaijan

Pakistan Bangladesh Egypt Mexico China France Kashmir Armenia Sudan Ireland Sri Lanka Iraq Albania Belgium Nepal Iran Crimea Sweden


