VICTIMOLOGY

FROM Siegel: Victims and Victimization

(Victimology has brought greater attention and concern to victims; 
it does not address the initiation and origin of crime)
I. Relevance

a. The cost of crime 


b. Property loss 
c. Medical and health costs 
d. Loss of productivity
e. US Monetary estimate: $450 billion or $1800 per person 
f. Pain, suffering, emotional trauma 
g. Cycle of dysfunctional behavior 
h. Social costs 
i. Cycle of violence 
j. Antisocial and fear 
II. Social ecology of victimization
a. Time, season, climate 
b. High-risk areas
i. Public
ii. Commercial
iii. Schools
iv. Homes
III.  Victim characteristics 
a. Extent 


b. Gender 
c. Age 
d. Class 
e. Ethnicity/ Race
f. Marital

g. social status 
IV. Prior victimization target vulnerability
V. Victims and their criminals 
a. Children    
b. prison population 
c. Women - relatives, intimate 
d. Men --   strangers 

40% violent offenders known 

2/3 rapists known 

85% of sexual assaults are against women 

substance abuse    1/3 violent crime
VI. Theories of victimization 
a. Active precipitation - provocation     
b. Passive precipitation - characteristics 
i. Lifestyle    
ii. equivalent group hypothesis    
iii. proximity hypothesis    
iv. deviant 
c. place hypothesis 
d. Routine Activities 

e. suitable targets, capable guardians, motivated offenders 
VII. Caring for the victim 
a. Court and legislative efforts     
b. Victims of Crime Act     
c. Public education 
d. Victim-offender reconciliation     
e. Restorative justice 
f. Fighting back 
g. Personal outcomes
h. Community involvement 
i. Comprehensive efforts between community and CJS 

Victimization... summary 

Attention to the costs of crime, both tangible and intangible 

Limited:  can never address initiation or origins of crime 

Caution:  can detract from the perpetrator and hold victim responsible 

Far-reaching: cycle of violence; victims often become perpetrators 

