BOOK REVIEW:  (note the last part of this essay  - a list of factors Gaylin

considers especially important related to the power of religion)

Gaylin, Willard. M.C. (2003)  "HATRED: The Psychological Descent

into Violence"  New York: Public Affairs (ISBN 1 58648 166 5

                        (Author: Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at

Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons; "theoretician, educator, and

practitioner in the field of psychotherapy and psychoanalysis.)

                        (from cover: "Dr. Willard Gaylin... describes how

raw personal passions are transformed into individual acts of violence. Then

he dissects the mechanisms by which cynical political and religious leaders

manipulate frustrated and deprived subject populations, creating cultures of

hatred and acts of mass terror.")

             The questions surrounding "hatred" i.e. Why do they hate us?

What accounts for such passionate hatred?  How can we confront hatred in our

own society ...  "Hatred" as it pertains to the international environment,

is a subject religious leaders need to address seriously.  Dr. Gaylin's book

is a good evening's "read."  The approach is at the "individual" level of

analysis - psychology of the person/ personality.  The first sections of the

book deal with hatred as grounded in an individual's  rage and envy - as

attached to a enemy.  This is pretty straightforward - but especially

interesting since he applies these attributes to individuals in an

international context. In the three last sections, he discusses "A Culture

of Hatred" and "A Culture of Haters"  The culture of hatred is a natural

community that breeds and encourages hatred. It has a shared history and

usually a shared locale, a country or its subculture. The leaders educate or

indoctrinate the members of the community with venomous attitudes towards

the enemy (p. 195)  A culture of haters is an "artificial community created

when individuals who share a common hatred join forces in alliance against

their enemy. They do not require a shared culture." (p. 195)

            Especially interesting is the power Gaylin attributes to

religion: (1) The power of the Word and the power of religious leaders to

arrogate capacity and right to interpret divine text; (2) Power of the

church as educator, (3) The power of faith that demands allegiance and

obedience beyond the tests of reason, (4) the ability or power to counter

impulses of instinct and directives of rational thinking by faith (even the

fear of death) ; (5) the power of passion that can sustain hatred, and (6)

the power to comfort the masses. (pp. 227-228)

            This book is insightful and interesting - easy to read and

understand.  If had one comment, it would be that I wished he had talked a

little more about the relationship between individuals and groups and how

the psychology of an individual is somehow 'transferred' to the group level

of analysis.  (Pauletta Otis, Ph.D. )
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